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DEADLINE DATES 


Each issue of the Dulcimer Players News is normally mailed out during the 
first week of the month for which that issue's term begins. The manuscript, copy, 
and advertising deadline for each issue falls on the lst of the month prior to its 
publication. For example, the deadline for the Spring 1978 issue is March lst and 
it will be mailed April lst. 

The four quarterly issues are set up as follows: 

WINTER ISSUE -- January, February & March 
SPRING ISSUE -- April, May & June 

SUMMER ISSUE -- July, August & September 
FALL ISSUE -- October, November & December 


EEE RR 


SOO RE EERE ee 


D.P.N. Advertising Rates +——— 
FULL PAGE $40.00 


1/2 PAGE $20.00 
1/4 PAGE $10.00 
1/8 PAGE $5.00 (about business card size) 


All advertising rates are based on camera ready black & white copy.. There is an 
extra charge for advertisements which incorporate photos for screening. Copy may 
be prepared full-sized on the basis of our finished page size (taking margins into 
account) or prepared on 8 1/2 by 11 typing paper for eventual reduction by our 
printer to the finish full size page of 5 1/2" by 8” 


PLEASE LET OUR ADVERTISERS KNOW THAT YOU FOUND THEM THROUGH THE D.P.N. 


CovereStory ~Poul Robinson Dulcimer 


By Hank Arbaugh 


Paul Robinson, a genuinely amiable man with just a whisper of septuagenarian mischievous- 
ness, owns a very old dulcimer. It is at the very least one-hundred and thirty years old. 
Paul Robinson's great-grandfather, born and died on January 22, 1825-1897, bought the dul- 
cimer in Clarksburg, West Virginia, shortly after November 11, 1847. The dulcimer was 
passed down through various members of the Robinson family until it reached Paul, who has 
held it since 1934. Following is a letter from Paul, pinpointing the dulcimer's history. 


January 10, 1973 


I am not very good wording history, so if you can take my writing and word it 
better to stay with the dulcimer through the coming years you do so. 


The Robinsons are about all gone that know the dulcimer. I would not known had 
I not been with Aunt Louisa and she told me so much. So you keep these dates and 
you will not be far off the exact age of the dulcimer. 


John R. Robinson (Great-Grandfather) Born, January 22, 1825 Died, January 22, 1897 
Married to Caroline Boggs (Robinson) Born, May 11, 1826 Died, February 5, 1906 
Marriage date, November 11, 1847 


Shortly after their marriage, the date we do not have, Grandfather bought at 
Clarksburg the dulcimer. Grandfather was very great for music and had a won- 
derful voice to sing music, so the dulcimer was his music pride through the 
years. Shortly before he passed away he gave the dulcimer to his son, Daffy 
Robinson. Daffy was the owner for a few passing years. 


In 1913, Daffy was in failing health and before passing away gave the dulcimer 
to his niece, Aunt Louisa Lyon. It was hers to call her own. 


Then sometime on in later years, Aunt Louisa gave it to "Dad" Francis Robinson. “ 
He then later gave it to his oldest son, Paul Robinson in 1934. He still is the 
owner. 


When I first visited the Robinson home, Paul not only showed me the dulcimer but also 
pointed out much of the furniture which he had made and a very large collection of Indian 
arrowheads which he had collected over the last forty years in various parts of Ohio. In 
addition, he owns a book of Ohio history, which is one of the very first such books ever 
published (circa mid 1800's). In the backyard are over a dozen bird feeders and bird 
houses. Paul tells me that large groups of wild birds come to feed and rest and that 
watching and caring for them gives his wife and him great pleasure. On my second visit, 
I took my dulcimer and played several tunes for the Robinsons; in reciprocation, Paul 
went to the basement and found his “musical saw" and “rendered” me a couple melodies. 

He tells me that he has not played for years and quipped that both he and the saw were 

a little “rusty”. 


From the photographs, one would think that the dulcimer is a light-to-medium brown color; 
however, seeing it directly, one would think that it was primarily an almost-black as 
though someone had used black stain and then had vainly tried to remove it. Someone once 
told me that the age of a dulcimer could be gained by observing the direction of the 
heart-shaped sound holes. I do not know if the statement has much credence, but each 
Pair of hearts does run in the same direction and the pointed end of each heart is facing 
the head of the instrument - both features, according to the acquaintance, signal that 
the dulcimer is very old. 


The most curious feature of the Robinson dulcimer, however, is the numbers carved on the 
fretboard. The drawing below shows how the numbers are arranged. 
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(Ed. Note; Our thanks go to Ralph Lee Smith for helping us obtain Hank Arbaugh's 
interesting information on the Paul Robinson mer and to Rick Kocks of Columbus 
Ohio for the photographs. Hank Arbaugh, a h teacher, has been performing, 
researching, teaching and leading folk music workshops for several years. He plans 
to do his doctoral work in folklore at Ohio State.) 
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Happy Creek Farm 
Front Royal, Virginia 


It's mid-February, and snow and ice have been with us for over a month. You might 
notice that the Spring issue of the Dulcimer Players News abounds with flowers. 
The Spring issue takes form in January and February, and we've been thinking ahead 
to festivals and flowers and meetings with friends new and old. 


Tonight we decided to conduct an informal survey of the dulcimer players, builders 
and enthusiasts who subscribe to the DPN. Individual subscribers and bulk orders 
number close to 1,500. As of mid-February, we have subscribers in every state except 
Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota and Wyoming. There are subscribers 
in Canada - from Nova Scotia to British Columbia, Mexico, Italy, Australia, France, 
England, Scotland, Sweden, West Germany and The Netherlands. We have subscribers from 
Key West, Florida to the Yukon Territory of Alaska; from Winterville, Georgia to 
Somerville, Massachusetts; in Quicksand, Kentucky; Garden Grove, North Carolina; Plea- 
sant Grove, Utah and Evergreen, Colorado. Notes come into our office with interesting 
letterheads. Dentists, scientists, veterinarians, members of religious orders, grade 
school teachers, university professors, secretaries, students (Harvard, William and 
Mary and USC, just to name a few), shop owners and professional musicians subscribe 

to the DPN. There's something special about dulcimer folks (have you ever noticed 
that?) and we wish we knew each subscriber personally. 


Speaking of special dulcimer folks, again we want to thank our Canadian friend Michael 
Legare from Montreal for the delightful drawings he has sent for use in the DPN. You'll 
find them scattered throughout this issue and in issues to come. 


Spring brings flowers and Dulcimer Days and green leaves and the Alabama festival and 
warm breezes and Cosby and more. Go to a festival this year. Bring your dulcimer. 
Look for us. We'll be looking for you. 

Happy Spring! 


Addie y 
Rae 
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Acre You Moving ? 


You wouldn't leave your dulcimer behind, so why leave your DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS 
languishing in the wrong mailbox or in the mail sack heading back to Front Royal? 
TIME, TV GUIDE, PSYCHOLOGY TODAY and other magazines must know weeks in advance 
about a new address. You can tell us one day before the DPN goes in the mail if 
you must - but please tell us. 


In order to have 3rd class mail forwarded you must specifically note so on the card 
you fill out at the local Post Office when you let them know where to forward your 
1st class mail. The DPN is mailed 3rd class. If it comes back to us, we must pay 
the postage again, and worse luck, we don't know where to send your DPN. We have a 
small collection of lonely, unclaimed DPNs on a shelf. Perhaps the owners think the 
DPN went out of business or that we lack some responsibility. Not true! Don't for- 
get us when your address changes, and your DPN will follow you to your new home. 


2) 


Dear Phil - 

I am prepared to make an offer which may interest some of your readers. In 
connection with my work I have access to a great deal of sophisticated computer 
hardware, I have written a program which lists precise measurements for fret place- 
ment based on string length. These measurements are accurate to 1/1000th of the 
unit of measure be it metric or otherwise. It should be noted that these measure- 
ments are based on the “equal tempered" chromatic scale. As such they could be used 
for fretting any instrument, not just a dulcimer as of course you know. 

I extend my offer to any reader as follows: Send me a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope containing the string length in which you are interested and I will send out 
& computer generated listing of fret measurements to the 36th fret. For dulcimers, 
of course, you must leave out the appropriate frets. I will also answer most reason- 
able questions regarding intonation or my program for those interested. 

F am enclosing a sample listing from my program (not printed here). For skeptics, 
the program revolves around the following formula. 

Sincerely, Dan Rich 
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DULCIMER WORKSHOP OFFERED Dr. William Spencer announces that a one-week workshop on 
how to play the Appalachian Mountain Dulcimer will be offered for 1 semester hour credit 
this summer on the campus of Appalachian State University. Tentative plans are for the 
week of june 26-30 from 8:00 A.M, to 12 each day. In addition to basic instruction on 
how to tune and play the dulcimer in various modes, more advanced right-hand techniques 
and using chords will be explored. There will also be opportunities to hear several of 
the local dulcimer players and field trips to homes and shops where these instruments 
are made. Since this will not be a construction class you should plan on bringing your 
own dulcimer, but if you don't have one to use, several will be available at the work- 
shop. You will also have an excellent opportunity to purchase a handmade dulcimer from 
one of the local craftsmen if you wish. Inquiries should be addressed to: Dr. William 
Spencer, Music Dept., Appalachian State University, Boone, N.C. 28608. 


We have several new books and records as well as periodicals which we had planned to 

review in this issue. However, due to a lack of space we'll have to save them for next 
time. Jerry Rockwell has authored two new Mountain Dulcimer books "Twelve Traditional 

Tunes for Dulcimer" and "Chordal Explorations for 3-String Dulcimer- Ionian Tuning". 
More on these later. Fine little books!! Also, Paul Pyle has revised his nice little 
Mtn. Dulcimer book "The Appalachian Mountain Dulcimer Book" (see D.P.N. Booklist) and 
the results are very good indeed. A book crammed with good informatio 
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JEAN’S DULCIMER SHOP 
P.O. Box 8, Hwy. 32 
Cosby, Tenn. 37722 

Finished dulcimers and kits by several 
makers in stock. Other instruments, too. 
The widest selection of books, record 
albums, and accessories on mountain 
and hammered dulcimers available any- 
where. We distribute to other dealers, 


too 
Catalog: 35¢, refundable with order. 


Dear Phil & Maddie: 

Transatlantic, who distributes Trailer records, was supposed to send you a review 
copy of EARTHED IN CLOUD VALLEY, but didn't. So I will. Hope you like it. (We do - 
very, very much.) I'm not sure the dulcimer recorded well. How about a forum on how 
to mike the dulcimer so it records properly? I've been asking around but haven't yet 
found any sure-fire techniques. 

Best wishes for continued success - 
Holly Tannen 


Greetings from Hoosierland- 

Much has been happening with the dulcimer here so will try to fill you in. This 
past summer was spent going to various festivals hearing traditional and bluegrass 
music, learning many new tunes. In the fall I went to various parks playing on my 
lunch hour. Peter Cooney and I gave a class on beginning dulcimer and had 24 people 
show up! Some are still taking private lessons from me and show much promise. We plan 
to offer the class this spring at the Free University here in Indianapolis. If anyone 
is interested they can contact me. 

- I bave an album in the works. It will contain contemporary, traditional, and 
original songs, played on dulcimer and guitar. Hope to have it finished this spring! 
Also, I'm working on a series of cassette tapes for learning dulcimer that I hope will 
be available soon. On the beginning tape I will have different tunings played so that 
tuning will become less of a problem - I hope!... 

P.S, Please find below an explanation of harmonics and their use on the dulcimer. 

Fred Meyer 

3915 N. New Jersey 

Indpls., Ind. 46205 
HARMONICS = +++++ 

Harmonics, or belling or chiming, are a part of many pickers "hot licks". It is 
the technique by which the string is lightly touched at a certain point, emitting a 
high pitched chiming sound. Single notes or whole chords can be played in the beg- 
inning, middle, or to end a song. The effect can sound quite nice. ; 

On the dulcimer, clear harmonics can be played by striking the string lightly 
above the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 7th frets, and an octave above. If the dulcimer is tuned 
to the bagpipe or dtraight D tuning, all strings can be played for a very pleasing 
effect. In this tuning try: 4-3-3-2-4-3 (You're in the Army Now) 4-2-3 (N.B.C.), or 
just touching above the 3rd or 7th fret to end a song. A more advanced technique 
allows you to chime any note found on the dulcimer. To do this, you fret a note with 
your left hand (if you're right handed of course), touch the string on the correspond- 
ing fret an octave higher with the first finger of your right hand, while striking the 
string with the middle finger of your right hand. Once you get used to moving both 
hands together you will be able to chime all notes available on the dulcimer and add 
hot licks to the sweet sound. 

Fred Meyer 


BANJO PLAYERS ATTENTION 
‘Any of you banjo players out there who are unaware that that there is a newsletter 
for banjo players should look into BANJO NEWSLETTER, It is put out by Hub & Nancy 
Nitchie, 1310 Hawkins Lane, Annapolis, MD 21401. This is a fine and well established 
publication which covers both bluegrass & old time banjo playing & building, etc. 


Friends of ours in Arlington, Va. are trying to help two beginning dulcimists in the 
San Francisco area. Jack & Jane are both new to dulcimers and playing them and are 
having trouble developing their skills -- because they don't know anyone else in that 
area who plays or teaches the dulcimer. Anyone in the bay area who would be interested 
in playing along with or teaching these two neophytes please call Jack Burchard in 
Oakland at 652-5532. 


(214) 827-8074 
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Dear Phil, 

Since I last wrote to you (Winter 1978 issue) my first dulcimer has gone through 
more radical surgery, and I thought you'd like to hear what else I've come up with. 

To get the best possible tone froma dulcimer, I think the channeled fretboard 
with holes underneath is the best bet. The entire fretboard transmits vibrations 
directly to the soundboard when built this way. On the other hand, a scalloped fret- 
board is your best bet for increased volume. However, I do think that some desired 
characteristics of the dulcimers tone are lost this way. I'm looking for a middle 
ground between these two concepts, thus I have willed my first dulcimer to science. 

I had to reconstruct the fingerboard do to a bad fret pattern, and the instrument has 
taken much wear and tear. So, I'm in the process of building number two. Here is 
the results of some more experiments with number one. 

I first recognized the altered tone from a scalloped fretboard by hitting the 
harmonics at various places. They are much weaker than that of a plain channeled 
fretboard. I also think that a soundboard can distort some frequencies by vibrating 
to much - sort of overloading the wood. I have'nt decided whether I've overbraced or 
underbraced the top. 

Another thing I've noticed on every dulcimer I've played is a certain intonation 
probiem around the third and fourth frets. The fourth fret, which is the fifth 
of the scale, is always slightly flat if the second string is tuned a fifth above the 
bass string, as in the Ionian and Mixolydian modes. Either the middle string is sharp 
at the third fret and the bass string flat at the fourth or vice versa. This is con- 
fusing to me. Maybe someone with a math background can figure it out. I sure can't. 

Movable bridges are a must! The higher the tension of a string the flatter the 
intonation seems to get. You've got to be able to compensate by moving the bridge. 
I've been making lots of movable bridges for people who go crazy trying to tune with 
stationery ones. 

As of now, I'm trying to work out a tab system for some Irish harp and pipe tunes 
I play. I can't figure out how to get all those fingerpicked little buggers on paper 
yet. When I do I'll send some in to D.P.N. 

I think it would be nice if everyone learning to build dulcimers would write 
about their experiences. It is an important part of learning to look at failures and 
figure out why they are as much as enjoying successes. 

I'll let you know how number two comes out - I'm full of new ideas. 

Doug Berch 
1685 East Fifth St. 
Brooklyn, N.Y, 11230 


Dear Phil & Friends - 

I really enjoy your D.P.N. and what a storehouse of information! We are fortunate 
here in the Indianapolis area to have some fine dulcimer makers and also a "Central 
Indiana Folk Music and Mountain Dulcimer Society" which grows all the time. 

Are'nt dulcimer makers and players special Y! ?? 

I'm priviledged to be one of the dulcimer players on tour at "Conner Prairie 
Pioneer Settlement" - I've enclosed a brochure so you can see just a little bit; 
what we are, and try to portray. Since we do first person and role playing I can only 
play songs before 1836 (our time period). I love my work, the people I work with and 
the setting which is beautiful. Come see us if you ever have the time!! 

Betty Gerrard 
623 8S. 10th St. 
@ Noblesville, Ind. 46060 


Dulcimer Festivals and Events 


Spring is here (at last!) and the dulcimer festivals and gatherings are now shaping 
up for the coming season. The D.P.N. hopes that every player, builder, or just plain 
listener will come out for one of these great gatherings of dulcimer people and 
finisk up the season in September at the National Finals Contests in Winfield, Kansas. 
The D.P.N, will be at these events - hope to see you all at one or another. 


***Pifth Annual Southern Appalachian Dulcimer Festival will be held on Sunday, May 7, 
1978 at Indian Springs sche 1, located south of Birmingham, Alabama on Cahaba Valley 
Road (County Road 27) between U.S. Highways 31 and 280. Hours will be from 1:00 to 
6:00 p.m. Admission will be $1.00 and everyone is invited! 

last year saw quite a large crowd for this event from many states. The 1978 
festival will feature scheduled dulcimer performances (Mountain & Hammered) inside, 
plus playing & singing outside under the trees, sales booths for dulcimer makers 
and accessories sales. Any dulcimer maker who would like a booth should contact the 
festival chairman: Mr. Charles Ellis, Southern App. Dulcimer Festival, Indian Springs 
School, Helena, AL 35080 (205) 823-0973. Other info may be obtained from the Associa- 
tion Chairman: Peggy Donaldson, Rt. 15, Box 1012, Birmingham, Al 35224 (205) 788-8534 
(call after 6 p.m. or on weekends). 


*** The Prairie Dulcimer Club will hold its Spring Meeting on Sunday, April 23, 1978 
at John Knox Village, Lee's Summit, Missouri from 2 till 5 pm. Featured will be playing 
in the pavilion with workshops and a special program for the residents of this retire- 
ment center. For more info on this event or membership in the Prairie Club (a chapter 
of The Original Dulcimer Players Club) contact Harvey L. Prinz, 9540 Walmer, Overland 
Park, Kansas 66212. This group features both mountain & hammered dulcimer. 

The Summer Festival of the Prairie Dulcimer Club will be held June 24 & 25, 1978 
at Missouri Town 1555, Lake Jacomo, Missouri, repeating last year's fantastic event. 


+++Dulcimer Days in Roscoe Village. The 4th annual Dulcimer Days is set for May 20 & 
21 in historic Roscoe Village (Coshocton, Ohio). Dulcimer Days gives artists and art- 
isans an opportunity to participate in contests, jam sessions and informal meetings for 
learning new techniques and songs from each other. Both mountain & hammered dulcimers 
will be featured. The event will take place at Lake Park, just north of the restored 
village. Contests will be staged in eight categories. 

Detailed information on the Village and Dulcimer Convention is available on 
request. Those who register in advance will receive a map, schedules, and additional 
info, including camping and accomodations lists. Write: Pat Brown, DP78, 381 Hill St., 
Coshocton, Ohio 43812. Come join in this fun and well attended event!! 
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The 2nd annual Cosby dulcimer gathering will again be held this year on June 9th - lith 
at Jean & lee Schilling's Folk Life Conter of the Smokies in Cosby, Tennessee. 


The Convention, jointly sponsored by The Folk Life Center of the Smokies and the 
Dulcimer Players News, will be its usual low-keyed and informal gathering of old and 
potential new friends who make, play or just enjoy listening to either the mountain 
or hammered dulcimer. Dulcimania prevails but other instruments are welcomed too! 


More information may be obtained by writing to Folk Life Center of the Smokies, c/o 
Jean & Lee Schilling, P.O, Box 8, Cosby, Tenn. 37722 (Phone (615) a 
Anyone who would like to help out with the daily workshop events on making and playing 
either mountain or hammer dulcimer are urged to sign up early. We need all sorts of 
volunteers for various chores to help make the weekend go smoothly. Evening concerts 
will be held like we did last year and all ere welcomed to sign up and play on stage. 
There will be a pot luck supper on saturday at 5:00 pm. Free primitive camping on the 
grounds or nearby facilities for tenters, vans, or trailers 

SEE YOU ALL THERE !! 
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Handcrafted Musical Instruments By McSpadden 
RECORDS FOLK CRAFTS BOOKS 
Drawer E - Highway 9 North 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, ARKANSAS 72560 
Phone 501-269-8639 


brochure -free catalog - 50¢ 
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CHORDING: PART I Perhaps you prefer strumming in the traditional noter style. 
That's great. But if you want to try some chords on the 
dulcimer, we'll help you. 


First, tune your dulcimer in the typical Ionian mode tuning - Do Sol Sol. You don't 
have to be in a particular key, but if you want to follow the practice tune according 

to the musical notation, tune your bass string to D and the other strings toA (DAA, 
if your dulcimer has 3 or 4 strings with a double melody string). Your dulcimer instruc- 
tion books will help you with Ionian tuning should you need further assistance. 


Something which might help you with chording is a tablature work sheet on which you 
have drawn lines to represent the strings of your dulcimer. If your dulcimer has the 
double melody string, you don't have to draw in the extra string, for you use the two 
strings as one. 


You don't need 


If you draw up a page, why not photostat it and keep extras available for those lovely 
tunes you work out and need some help remembering. If you read music, you might con- 
sider making notation/tablature sheets similar to those we use for writing out tunes 
which appear in the DPN. If you want a sheet with music staves and 3 string dulcimer 
tablature lines to photostat, send me a self-addressed, stamped long envelope and I'll 
be glad to send you one. 
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We discussed tablature at some length in the Winter DPN (Vol. 4, No. 1), so I'll assume 
you know how to follow tablature at least a little. Briefly, each number on the lines 
represents @ fret on the dulcimer. A zero means the string is open (unfretted). The 
rhythm is indicated in the same manner as musical notation (quarter notes have a stem, an 
eighth note has a flag, two eighth notes are barred together, etc.). In most of the 


following examples, however, the rhythm will not be indicated. Look at the example below 
of chords fretted on two strings. 


Perhaps your first obstacle is fingering. There is no real magic formula. I use my 
thumb alot on the melody string. However, to reach something with your thumb, you must 
twist your arm somewhat. Many excellent players basically use the index, middle and ring 
fingers. Others use the thumb often, It is for you to decide. Watch other players and 
experiment. Since I currently use my thumb, many of my fingerings will advise it. Do 
what feels best for you. In the following examples and tunes, T will mean thumb, I for 
index finger, M for middle finger, R for ring finger and L for little finger. With the 
fingering written in, try the chords again. 
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What do you have? Some harmonies for a note at the 3rd fret of your melody string in 
the Ionian tuning, just by adding in the middle or bass string here and there. Try 
another fret on the melody string - the 7th. Some chords will sound strange. Which ones? 


0) 
Per ag ae od —* ar, Mas °° ao 


SES RS S| SE (a SS CES 
zi & ares wuuwumrerz 


I didn't care for chords VII and VIII too much, although they might work for a particular 
tune. 


You can play each fret, find another fret on the middle or bass string which harmonizes 


well according to your ear, write the fret numbers down and thereby begin your own 
chord chart. 


‘Iwo fretted string chords are a beginning.. Eventually, if you wish, you can add another 
fretted string to your harmony. For example, try the following chord. 


That chord tucked in somewhere might add a nice touch to a tune. 


VOCS TT TTS 


My friend Keith Young, an excellent dulcimer builder and player in Annandale, Virginia, 
devised a chording method which was printed in the DPN (Vol. 3, No. 1). If you missed 
it, part of his article is as follows: "Chord outside (bass) string with index finger 
one fret lower than your melody string (played with your thumb). For example, thumb 
at the 3rd fret, index finger at the 2nd fret. Keep this relationship on up the scale. 
Exception: notice the sour note at the 7th fret. Move your index finger to the 7th 
fret also (thumb stays at the 7th fret melody string) to make it sweet.” 


OOS TTT TCT 


PRACTICE EXERCISE: THREE STRING CHORDS, SCALE HARMONIZATION 


We have spoken in previous Roots and Branches columns of the scale running from the 3rd 
to the 10th fret - Do Re Mi Fa Sol Ia Ti Do. We're going to harmonize the Do Re Mi 


scale by putting a chord on each tone. I'll put fingering down. Use or change them as 
you wish. 
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FINGERING: Be SURE to be consistant in your fingering. If you use fingering other than 
those written with the chords, write them down and learn the exercise that way. It's a 
good rule to write down fingerings as you work out any piece of music using chords. 


First, play the "Do Re Mi" chords through until some of the difficulty works out. Now 
form the first chord, strum it and then pick the individual strings in this order: 
Melody, Bass, Middle, Bass and then strum again. The strumming and picking of the 
first and second chords is written in tablature below. 


4 
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(4) (2) (A) (2) 


Play the exercise until it's like second nature - maybe 100 times or more during your 
spare time! What good will this exercise porvide? General dexterity in your chording 
hand, coordination in playing chords and picking plus a familiarity with some usable 
chords which might help you in harmonizing some tunes. 


Many of the chords in the practice exercise are in your practice song. ‘IMPORTANT. For 
playing ease, you should form your chords and hold them while you are picking the indi- 
vidual notes which are in the chord. For one of many examples, look at the second full 
measure of “Plaisir d'Amour". Look ahead when playing tablature. If you see fret num- 
bers which are ultimately part of a chord, form the chord first, pick the individual 
strings and now you are ready to strum the chord when you get there. 
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PRACTICE SONG: "“Plaisir d'Amour" ("The Joys of Love") 


This beautiful song is played at a slow to moderate speed. It was written by the German 
born operatic composer Martini il Tedesco who was well-known in his adopted country, 
France, during the turn of the 19th century. This arrangement of "Plaisir d'Amour is 
copied in part from SINGING WITH THE APPALACHIAN DULCIMER by Madeline MacNeil Mason 
(Communications Press, Inc. - 1977). It is used with permission. 


VOCS 


We are by no means finished with chording, but next issue's Roots and Branches deals 
with tuning - a common problem with the beginning dulcimer player. Happy Spring! 
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sed mine, I saw the love in them shine, 
me heaven right then when your eyes kissed mine. 


My love loves me, and all the wonders I see, 
A rainbow shines in my window, my love loves me. 


And now he's gone, like a dream that fades into dawn, 
But the words stay locked in my heartstrings, "My love loves me." 


Plaisir d'amour, ne dure qu'un moment, 
Chagrin d'amour dure toute la vie. (O) 


@ new album by 


MADELINE MACNEIL 
Singing and Playing Appalachian Dulcimer 


Singing with the Appalachian Dulcimer 


a book of Songs In musical notation and tablature. ~ 
Many with Counter- melodies -by Madeline MacNeil Mason 


Shenandoah Spring 


an ailbuen of Ori inal Songs by Madeline Mac Neil~ just a 
i 


little dulci ainly quitar’and Flute accompaniment 


order from Blue Ridge Dulcimer Shop 
P.0.Box “i571 Front Royal, Va. 22630 


Book - Singi i 
Fair (booklet enclosed) ieacunen 
4 Shenandoah Spring on Dulcimer 
@ 45.95 plus 50* postage (154 each additional) £3.45 plus 4opostage 
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Books & Records ; 


PLEASE ADD POSTAGE TO YOUR BOOK ORDERS (35¢ for one book - 50¢ for two or more) 


The following pages represent a listing of just about every dulcimer took which 
is currently available. The record listings feature those records available to us 
which best reflect and feature mostly dulcimer music. We continually add to our 
record listings so please ask us about any record you might be trying to locate. 

If we don't have it we might be able to tell you where to get it. 


These materials are made available to our readers in a continuing effort to be 
of service and act as a resource for dulcimer players. Proceeds from book and record 
sales help to support the efforts of the Dulcimer Players News. 


ALL MATERIALS LISTED ON THESE PAGES MAY BE ORDERED FROM: THE DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS 
poor 

P.O. BOX 157 

FRONT ROYAL, VA. 22630 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMER INSTRUCTION AND SONG BOOKS 


"SINGING WITH THE APPALACHIAN DULCIMER" by Madeline MacNeil Mason. A second generation 
Guleimer book from Communication Press’ "American Music Series". Contains a fine variety 
of songs from the British Isles and American traditions arranged in both a chording 
tablature form and regular music notation. Extensive notes on singing and playing the 
songs are included, as are countermelodies for many of the songs. Very fine book!! 


$3.95 each. 


"BEST LOVED HYMNS ARRANGED FOR THE DULCIMER" by Mark & Carol Blair. Another book from 
the “American Music Series”. The title is an apt description of this book which 
contains many fine hymns in both chording tablature and regular musical notation form 
in an easy to read and follow format. Notes on playing the hymns and other helpful 
information is included. $3.95 each. 


"THE DULCIMER BOOK" by Jean Ritchie. The classical book on the mountain dulcimer by 
one of its most important players. Contains many fine tunes. $3.95 each. 


"DULCIMER PEOPLE” by Jean Ritchie. Should be part of every serious dulcimer player's 
Book collection. Many references, playing tips, historical notes, tunes, and dulcimer 
building information. $4.95 each. 


"PLAYING LEAD DULCIMER" by Dr. Richard Wilkie. Great book for helping the beginning 
or intermediate player to get into the more advanced and interesting styles of chord- 
ing and melody playing combinations. Clear and detailed instructions. $4.50 each. 


"FOUR AND TWENTY" by Lynn McSpadden & Dorothy French. Contains much helpful playing 
Information and instruction, plus 24 great traditional tunes and ballads for dulcimer 
in both tablature and musical notation. $2.95 each. 


"BRETHREN WE HAVE MET" by McSpadden & French. Contains 30 traditional hymns and 
carols for dulcimer witn tablature and music notation. Tunings and chord charts are 
also included, $2.95 each. 


“PLAY THE DULCIMER BY EAR AND OTHER EASY WAYS" by Len & Su MacEachron. This well 
Prepared little booklet is crammed with good information. Many tips and suggestions 
are included along with an easy to follow approach to playing theory. A very good 
section on tuning is also provided. $1.50 each. 


"NONESUCH FOR DULCIMER" ($3.00) and "MUSICKS DELITE ON DULCIMER" ($3.50) by Roger 
Nicholson. These two fine books of tablatures and instructions contain tunes based 
on two of Roger's record albums done in his great fingerpicking style. Songs and 
tunes range from original to traditional and Elizabethian. Very worthwhile books!! 


“MOUNTAIN DULCIMER PLAYING TECHNIQUES: A STUDENT WORKBOOK" by Eileen Rains. A how 


‘and why workbook which takes familiar tunes to teach the basics and show how to adapt 
the dulcimer to our modern form of music. From the basics it moves along to how and 
why chords are formed, various modes are tuned, and how to identify a mode in modern 
music. Much more is also covered in this fine workbook. $2.95 each. 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMER BOOKLIST CONTINUED: 


"IN SEARCH OF THE WILD DULCIMER" by Bob Force & Albert d'Ossche. Well illustrated 
book covering much interesting information on the more contemporary styles. Also 


covers much ground about modes and modal playing. Loaded with tips. 5 each. 


"THE APPALACHIAN MOUNTAIN DULCIMER BOOK" by Paul Pyle. A great handbook on playing 
In the traditional style with lots of really good pointers to get you started. Mighty 
helpful tips and tunes are interspersed throughout. $2.95 each. 


“TUNING AND PLAYING THE APPALACHIAN DULCIMER" by A.W. Jeffreys. A fine little book 
which serves as an excellent introduction to chords, counter-melody playing, tunings, 
and harmony playing, as well as info on noting and strumming. $3.00 each. 


"MOODS OF THE DULCIMER" by Virgil & Norman Hughes. 55 songs and tunes, tunings, many 
Playing styles & methods described, plus section on special effects. Many excellent 
photos of mountain folks and scenes, and some fine dulcimer tunes ere included in this 
very nice book. $4.50 each. 


"THE APPALACHIAN DULCIMER BOOK" by Michael Murphy. Contains many interesting photos 
of old dulcimers, etc. published for the first time. Good playing info & instruction 
for beginner to more advanced. Lots of source and resource material. $4.95 each. 


"THE PLUCKED DULCIMER AND HOW TO PLAY IT" by John F. Putnam. An expanded and improved 
edition of the popular "The Plucked Dulcimer of the Southern Mountains”, Illustrated 
instructions for learning to tune and play the dulcimer. Some well-known folk tunes 
are included to provide practice in various modes and techniques. $1.50 each. 


"AN ELIZABETHAN SONGBOOK" by Lorraine Lee. Lorraine has finally written the dulcimer 
book we've all been waiting for. Contains some great arrangements and instruction 
for the Appalachian dtlcimer by a very accomplished artist. $3.95 each. 


"PICTURES, POEMS AND DULCIMER PIECES" by Kevin Roth. Another well-known dulcimer 
artist has recently given us another book we've been waiting for. The title is an 
apt description of the contents and it contains many dulcimer tablatures for the 
intermediate to advanced player - some of which are on Kevin's albums. $5.95 each. 


"THE BEST DULCIMER METHOD YET" by Albert Gamse. Wice book to get started with. It 
contains 139 songs and lots of easy instructions on strumming, chord playing, picking, 
and so forth. The song collection in simple tablature is worth the price alone. $3.95. 


"MERRILY STRUM: MOUNTAIN DULCIMER FOR CHILDREN" by Mary Catherine McSpadden. A very 
delightful book containing 23 favorite children's songs with simple instructions for 
playing them on the mountain dulcimer. $2.50 each. 


"QHE MOUNTAIN DULCIMER (How to Make & Play It)" by Howie Mitchell. This book 


contains everything from pertinent information on building your own instrument to 
some help on the more progressive playing style of Howie's which helps to extend the 
musical possibilities of the dulcimer. $3.50 each. With accompanying record, $8.95. 


"SIMMONS FAMILY SONGBOOK" by Tommy & Jean Simmons. Contains 33 fine folk songs and 
tunes with tablature and regular musical notation systems. FINE BOOK!! $2.95 each. 


in tablature for 


$4.95 each. 


"LIFE IS LIKE A MOUNTAIN DULCIMER"by Neal Hellman & Sally Holden. This is a very 
excellent book containing tuning, chording, and playing styles for many fine tunes. 
There is also a little plastic record (long lasting) included with this book giving 
the reader a msical example of all 36 tunes included in the work. GREAT! $4.95 each. 


"DULCIMER SONGBOOK" by Neal Hellman. A new book of tunes and so: 
the intermediate to advanced player. Great collection! 55 tunes 


"(HE RICHARD FARINA DULCIMER BOOK" by Neal & Sally Hellman. Contains words and playing 
information and tablature for 24 iastrumentals and ballads by Richard and Mimi Farina. 
Complete with a discussion of the modes used in the book and even some autoharp arr- 
angements. Great book of fine music. All the tunes except one represented in this 
book are found on the double album Vanguard recording "The Best Of Richard & Mimi 
Farin&" (see D.P.N. Record Listings) Book only $4.95 each. 
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MOUNTAIN DULCIMER CONSTRUCTION BOOKS ++++++ 


"CONSTRUCTING THE MOUNTAIN DULCIMER” by Dean Kimball. This hardbound book contains 
all the information the average woodworker will need to create and finish a mountain 
dulcimer in any of several shapes and sizes. Also has good tips on making some of 
your own tools for the job. A very good book on dulcimer building. $8.95 each. 


"TO BUILD A DULCIMER" by Paul Pyle. A best selling little booklet which is a mite 
small in size but crammed with interesting building info & photos. $4.00 each. 


"MAKING AN APPALACHIAN DULCIMER" by John Bailey. This book on dulcimer construction 
by an English author is very highly thought of and should be on every builders book 
shelf. Lots of good ideas and information. $3.50 each. 


"CONSTRUCTION OF A MOUNTAIN DULCIMER" by William M. Schmitt. 10 page plans sheet 
with detailed instructions and drawings to help you easily build your own dulcimer. 
Also includes helpful section on transposing music fro the dulcimer from regular 
sheet music. Only $1.75 each. 


"NOTES ON DULCIMER BUILDING" by Rodger Harris. An excellent new little book on the 
building of mountain dulcimers which covers ground left out by the rest of the books 
on dulcimer building. Those already into dulcimer building will especially want to 
have this book for its wealth of newer ideas and excellent listings of resources. 

A MUST BOOK FOR BUILDERS’ $5.00 each. 


OTHER BOOKS OF INTEREST -——— 


“AMERICAN FAVORITE BALLADS" by Pete Seeger. Fine collection of songs and ballads 
from one of America finest folk music persons. $2.50 each. 


"SINGING FAMILY OF THE CUMBERLANDS" by Jean Ritchie. Another book by everyones + 
favorite dulcimer lady, but not directed especially towards the dulcimer. Relates 
the first-hand account of of a traditional singing family and the songs they 
sing. Over 40 songs included. $3.95 each. 


"FOLK SONGS OF THE SOUTHERN APPALACHIANS" by Jean Ritchie. Not a dulcimer book per 
se but contains 77 traditional songs with words, melody line, chords, and historical 
notes from the heart and memory of the singing Ritchie Family. $3.95 each. 


HAMMER DULCIMER BOOKS ———— 


"HOW TO BUILD A 'HAMMERED' DULCIMER" by Phillip Mason. This 26 page booklet gives 
detailed plans and instructions which will allow you to easily construct a high 
quality, rugged hammer dulcimer with a minimum of fancy tools, etc. Includes sources 
for wood, string, hardware, etc., etc. Only book available which takes you step-by- 
step through the complete construction process of a hammer dulcimer. $3.50 each. 


“THE HAMMERED DULCIMER INSTRUCTION BOOK" by Phillip Mason. Covers much information 
on tuning and playing the popular fifth interval type instrument. has over 20 tunes 
arranged in an easy tablature form as well as in regular music notation. History, 
bibliography, and discography of the hammer dulcimer are also features of this 
book. (48 pages) $3.95 each. 


"THE HAMMERED DULCIMER: HOW TO MAKE & PLAY IT" by Howie Mitchell. Wot a How-To-Do- 
It manual in the strict sense. Relates many of Howies experiences and experiments in 
building several dozen instruments. Includes some helpful information to help you 
get started playing, and some helpful material for those who are planning to build 
their own instruments. $3.50 each. Accompanying record/book set $8.95. 


"HAMMER DULCIMER COMFENDIUM" A collection of hammer dulcimer articles which have 
appeared on the pages of Mugwumps Instrument Herald over the past few years. It 
includes content and updated material from: "Two Hour Dulcimer", "Development of the 
Hammer Dulcimer", "History and Playing", and a selection of songs and tunes for 
hammer dulcimer players. $2.00 each. 


—— Records 
HAMMER DULCIMER RECORDS 


PLEASE ADD POSTAGE TO ALL BOOK AND RECORD ORDERS ++++ THANKS: 


"TROUBADOUR" Dorothy Carter, Excellent new recording by a very popular musician 
who has @ very unique style. DELIGHTFUL SOUND! $5.98 Each. 


"THE HAMMERED DULCIMER" Bill Spence with Fennig's All-Star String Band. Many folks we 
talk to call this their favorite hammer dulcimer album of all time. Has many great 
tunes and some mighty fine dulcimer playing. $6.95 each. 


"SATURDAY NIGHT IN THE PROVINCES” Bill Spence with Fennig's All-Star String Band. 
This second Spence album is equally as good as the first. A MUST!! $6.95 each. 


"TRAPEZOID" Sam Rizzetta, Pete Vigour, Paul Reisler, Paul Yeaton. A combo of four 
hammer dulcimers (plus other instruments) in the hands of fine players combine to 
Produce a unique sound that will have you tapping your toes right away. $6.95 each. 


"BANISH MISFORTUNE" Malcolm Dalglish & Grey Larson. A superb album of hammer dulcimer 
music that belongs in everyone's collection. Lots of Irish tunes and absolutely the 
most interesting cover I've ever seen on any record album. $6.98 each. 


"MORE PATH RENT" Doug Ecker, Joyce Desmarais, Rick & lorraine Lee & Bob McQuillen. 
Another new album featuring hammer dulcimer by Doug Ecker, a popular Boston, Mass. 
street musician. Duets, solos, and ensemble work by fine musicians. $6.50 each. 


"GREEN ROCKY ROAD" Guy Carawan & Friends. Anyone familiar with Guys hammer dulcimer 
playing will want to have this one. Many fine tunes & songs. GREAT!! $6.98 each. 


"THE HAMMERED DULCIMER STRIKES AGAIN" Bill Spence with Fennig's All-Stars. This third 
Spence album just recently released is an all instrumental album with several solo 
h.d. cuts and a guest performance by Tom McCreesh. A fun and inspiring album! $5.98 ea. 


“ONE TIME FRIEND" Jay Round with His Hammered Dulcimer. Jay's third album is a bit 
different for him in that he plays almost every instrument on the album and does a fine 
job of it. Plenty of up front dulcimer playing. $5.98 each. 


"AMERICAN HAMMER DULCIMER" Played by Members of the Original Dulcimer Players Club of 
Michigan. This is a wonderful album of field recordings accompanied by a booklet of 
background info on the players and tunes. The list of players represented on this 
disc will be enough to entice anyone to add this to their collection. They include: 
Bob Hubbach, Cloise & Harley Sinclair, Viola Cox, Eugene Cox, Paul Gifford, Bob 
Spinner, and Bill Webster. $5.98 each. 


"MOTHER'S FAVORITE HYMNS" by Charles Maxson & Karen Skidmore. Fine music for hymn 
lovers featuring the excellent hammer dulcimer playing of Charles Maxson from West 
Virginia. Great sounding hymns! Fine new album! $5.98 each. 


"THE HAMMERED DULCIMER ALBUM" Jay Round & Friends. A very popular record by a very 
fine Michigan player who is deeply involved with the dulcimer, $6.95 each. 


"COLUMBUS STOCKADE BLUES" Jay Round & The Williams Family. Jay's second album 
features many fine tunes along with some excellent musicians and Jay's usual fine 
playing. $6.95 each. Jay will soon have a third album out - write us about its 
availibility. 


"A SAMPLER OF FOLK MUSIC" Mitzie Collins. This fine album features both hammer and 
mountain dulcimer on most cuts. It comes with a fine booklet with music and words to 
all the songs and tunes plus much other information. GREAT ALBUM!! $6.98 each. 


"WIND THAT SHAKES THE BARLEY" John McCutcheon. A fine album by a great hammer 
dulcimer player that belongs in everyones collection. $6.98 each. 


PLEASE ADD 8 and pac! costs for one record - for two or more. 
SEE EEE 
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MOUNTAIN DULCIMER RECORDS *————~ 


"DULCIMER, OLD TIME AND TRADITIONAL MUSIC” Ralph Lee Smith & Mary Louise Hollowell. 
Excellent record which includes an informative booklet about the tunes and how to 
Play them, plus lots of other good information. FINE WORK!! $6.95 each. 


'DULCIMER, MORE OLD TIME AND TRADITIONAL MUSIC" Ralph Lee Smith. A follow-up to the 
above record which also contains a very nice little booklet with the album. These 
two albums are most worthwhile for players or just plain listeners. $6.95 each. 


“PACIFIC RIM DULCIMER PROJECT" Neal Hellman, Bonnie Carol, Michael Rugg, Robert 
Force, Albert d'Ossché, and Michael Hubbert. Dulcimer people will surely recognize 
one or more of the artists on this great NEW Mountain Dulcimer album put out by 
Biscuit City Records. The album features 19 songs and tunes of a wide diversity. 
There is also a tablature book available seperately which dulcimer players will 
want to have in order to learn and follow the tunes on the album. RECORD $5. 
TABLATURE BOOK $3. 


"STRAWBERRY FAIR" Madeline MacNeil Mason. Maddie has finally made a dulcimer 
record and anyone familiar with her playing and singing (both are up front on this 
album) will surely want to add this to their collection.,Several of the songs on 
this album can be found in her recent dulcimer book "SINGING WITH THE APPALACHIAN 
DULCIMER" (see booklistings elsewhere in this issue) $5.95 each. 


"OLD TRADITIONS" Jean‘Schilling. A fine album featuring traditional Southern 
Appalachian music played on dulcimer in Jean's unique & lovely style $5.96 each. 


"PORCHES OF THE POOR" Jean & Lee Schilling. Excellent album by these folks who live 
in the Great Smokies. Features many of Jean's own compositions. $5.96 each. 


"THE RUSSELL FAMILY" Roscoe, Roy & Bonnie. Old time music featuring dulcimer played in 
the Galax style. Loaded with good old fiddle tunes and toe tappers. $6.50 eachs 


"APPALACHIAN ECHOES” George & Mary Williamson. Old-time music with mountain dulcimer 
featuring solos and duets. Nice tune selection. $4.98 each. 


"STONE COUNTY DULCIMER" The Simmons Family. Contains 18 old-time tunes and ballads 
plus notes on tunings, etc. Fine musicians from the Ozarks. $6.50 each. 


"WANDERING THROUGH THE RACKENSACK"The Simmons Family. More mighty fine work by this 
most musical family. Lots of neat tunes on this one. $6.50 each. 


"HOWIE MITCHELL" Most dulcimer people are familiar with the excellent playing of this 
man who has done so much to further the cause of dulcimers. GREAT!! $6.98 each. 


"THE OLD SONGS" Margaret MacArthur. Fine album featuring great dulcimer and harp 
playing by this wonderful lady. Many fine tunes and songs. $6.96 each. 


"ON THE MOUNTAINS HIGH" Margaret MacArthur & Family, of Marlboro Vermont. A very 
fine record featuring some of Margaret's fine dulcimer playing on many cuts. $6.50. 


"LIVING IN THE TREES" Rick & Lorraine Lee. Lorraine plays dulcimer on most cuts 
and the sound these folks produce must be heard to be believed. GREAT!! $6.98 each 


PRICE NOTE: The prices on our imported albums is a bit high due to great difficulty 
in obtaining these things (all labels) from overseas. We may even be out of stock at 
times but will ship to you as we are able. Usually a few in stock at all times though! 


"TIMES AND TRADITIONS FOR THE DULCIMER" Roger Nicholson, Jake Walton & Andrew Cronshaw. 
A fantastic album featuring Mountain dulcimer, hurdy-gurdy, hammer dulcimer, chord harp, 
flute and whistle. Another fine example of Roger's expertise with dulcimer. $7.98 each. 


"EARTHED IN CLOUD VALLEY" Andrew Cronshaw, Martin Simpson, Holly Tannen and Rick Kemp. 
A fine new English recording featuring many cuts with Holly Tannen ou Appalachian 
dulcimer and a few cuts with Andrew on hammer dulcimer, Magnificent! $7.98 each. 
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MOUNTAIN DULCIMER RECORDS CONTINUED 


"LORRAINE LEE'S DULCIMER ALBUM” The first dulcimer album by this netionally- known 
and respected dulcimer player and singer. A recording that her fans have long awaited. 
Several tunes on this album can be found in Lorraine's new book,"Elizabethan Songbook" 
(see booklist for this). $5.98 each. 


"DULCIMER FAIR" Leo Kretzner & Jay Leibowitz. An up front mountain dulcimer album by 
two fine players who delve into some different styles. Mostly traditional tunes.$5.98. 


"(HE BEST OF RICHARD & MIMI FARINA" A two album record set which is just what the title 
claims. Neal & Sally Hellman's book "The Richard Farina Dulcimer Book" was put together 


with this album in mind. The book contains tablatures for all but one tune on this 


Vanguard "twofer" set. Two Record Set $7.98. 


"NONESUCH FOR DULCIMER" Roger Nicholson. The first recording by the fantastic English 
dulcimist who has been such an inspiration to players the world over. See booklistings 
for Roger's book of the same title which contains tablatures of tunes on this album. 

A must for folks who want to get into a bit of advanced playing. Imported Price $7.98 


"THE GENTLE SOUND OF THE DULCIMER" Roger Nicholson's second dulcimer album which also 
has a companion tablature book to go along with it (see booklist)titled "Musicks Delite 


on Dulcimer". Imported Price $7.98 each. 


"EDNA RITCHIE OF VIPER, KENTUCKY” Fine dulcimer playing & songs. $6.50 each. 
RED WING"I.D. Stamper, Letcher County Dulcimer Player. Phew - Fine player. $5.98 ea. 


"GREENSLEEVES: A CLASSICAL DULCIMER RECITAL" Classical Mtn. Dulcimer by Robert Brick 
4 $6.50 each. 
"MEMORIES" Richard & Mimi Farina. (Two songs by Joan Baez on this album) $5.96 each. 


REFLECTIONS IN A CRYSTAL WIND" Richard & Mimi Farina -98 each. 
CELEBRATIONS FOR A GREY DAY” Mimi & Richard Farina ~95_each. 


PALACHIAN DULCIMER MUSIC” Edsel Martin. Very fine album of dulcimer music. $5.98 each. 
‘DULCIMER SONGS AND SOLOS” Played by Paul Clayton. His only album. $6.98 each. 


ALBUMS WITH SOME MOUNTAIN OR HAMMER DULCIMER MUSIC (SOMETIMES BOTH 


"SHENANDOAH SPRING" Madeline MacNeil. Just a tad of dulcimer backup on this album 
of songs composed by Maddie and inspired by Shenandoah National Park and her feelings 
for the people who once lived in this beautiful mountain setting of the Blue Ridge. 
Mostly Madeline's fine voice & guiter playing. Contains "Shenandoah Story" $5.98 each. 


"FOR MY FRIENDS A SONG" Betty Smith. Another fine June Appal recording of a sensitive 
vocalist and musician. Betty plays a fine Appalachian dulcimer and John McCutcheon is 
also featured on this album with hammer dulcimer & other instruments. $5.98 each. 


"TURNING TOWARD THE MORNING" Gordon Bok, Ann Mayo Muir, & Ed Trickett. $5.98 each. 
“BALLADS AND BUTTERFLIES” Joan Sprung. $5.98 each. 

“ACROSS THE BLUE MOUNTAINS" Harry Tuft $5.96 each. 

“THE BAGLE AND THE SPARROW" Jon Sundell and the Mountain Musicians Coop. $5.98 each. 


"LOVE CAN TAKE YOU HOME AGAIN" Carol McComb & Friends. $5.98 each. 
‘OUT OF LOVE, HOPE, AND SUFFERING" Frankie Armstrong $5.95 each. 


'BETTY SMITH, SONGS TRADITIONALLY SUNG IN NORTH CAROLINA’ ~95 each. 
GREY WITH ED TRICKETT ~% each. 


"ED TRICKETT, THE TELLING TAKES ME HOME" $5.98 each. 

"THE NEW GOLDEN RING, FIVE DAYS SINGING, VOLUME 1 $5.98 each. 

THE NEW GOLDEN RING, FIVE DAYS SINGING, VOLUME 2 798 each. 
"GOLDEN RING” A classic recording of long lasting fame. $5.08 each. 


ALL BOOKS AND RECORDS FROM THE PREVIOUS PAGES MAY BE ORDERED FROM: 
Dulcimer Players News 
P.O. Box 157 
Front Royal, VA 22630 


PLEASE REMEMBER TO ADD POSTAGE TO ALL ORDERS +++++ THANKS !!! 


® 


3000 TooLs 


Woodworking 
and 


DID YOU KNOW THAT — 
DULCIMERS ARE FUN. 


Musical Instrument Making 
Tools and Books 
of the highest quality. 


Catalog 50¢ 


Woodcraft Supply Corporation 
Dept. DP 


315 Montvale Avenue 
Woburn, Massachusetts 01801 


griimes, 


ARE 
Fun 


o Heavy pa with two leather 
: pockets for picks and strings 
YLined with one inch protective 
» foam padding and pi print 
9 Mand. grip and shoulder strap 


9 Send $20. ard tracing 


Let everyone know how you feel 
about Dulcimers with a high 
quality 100% cotton-jersey 
Tee-shirt. Available in navy 
blue or red with white lettering. 
Specify color and size (S, M or L) 
$5.00 and 50¢ for shipping. 
Virginia residents-add 4% tax. 


Print name, address and zip. 
Mail with check or money order to: 


Blair Dulcimers 
1704 Trenton Drive 
Alexandria, Virginia 22308 
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Dear Phil and Maddie: 

I've been singing this song unaccompanied (mostly to myself) for several years. This 
evening I discovered that I could play it on the dulcimer so I wrote it down for you. It 
is a Passiontide carol. 

"The Leaves of Life' weaves a fascinating combination of pagan and apparently Christian 
symbols...showing the Tree of Life, plus other tree and flower smybols of ancient magical 
meaning.” | Bob Stewart "Where Is St. George?” PAGAN IMAGERY IN ENGLISH FOLKSONG 
(Moonraker Press, 1977) 

"The Leaves of Life" is from the singing of Norma Waterson on the Topic album, FROST 
AND FIRE. 

Holly Tannen 
London 


(Ea. Note: Holly Tannen, a long-time DPN friend, teaches dulcimer and performs extensively 
in the United States and the United Kingdom. She performs on the recently released album 
"Barthed in Cloud Valley".) 


Me Lawes op ge ~ continua 


O where are you going to, you seven pretty maids 
All under the leaves of life? 

We are seeking for sweet Jesus Christ 

To be our heavenly guide. 


Then go ye down to yonder town 
And sit in the gallery 

And there you'll see sweet Je: 
Nailed to a big yew tree. 


Christ 


So they've run down to yonder town 
As fast as foot could fall 

And many the bitter and the grievo 
From the virgins' eyes did fall. 


us tear 


Don't weep, Mother, don't weep, Mother 
Your weeping does me grieve 
For I must suffer this, He 


© how may I my weeping leave 
My sorrow undergo? 

When I must see my own son die 
And sons I have no more. 


Then take ye John Evangelist 

To be your eldest son 

That he may comfort you sometimes 
Mother, as I have done. 


He's lain his head on his right 
shoulder 

And death has come him nigh 

© come and claim me, Holy Ghost 

I die, Mother, I die. 


O, the rose and the gentle rose 
The fennel that grows so strong 


For Adam and for Eve. Amen, dear lords, and your charity 


Is the ending of my song. 


nd singing ideas for "The Leaves 
Pick the dulcimer strings. The 
slow and the song should be sung 
ith great feeling. If it is done with 
feeling, you might eventually notice that 
adding "decorations" to the melody. 
is fine and is encouraged. 


TRADITIONAL APPALACHIAN HOURGLASS DESIGN 
FINE SOLID Woop -NO PLASTIC VEWEER OR PLYWOOD 
~ALL |WSTRIMENTS FEATURE Book-maTcuED “TOP, 
BACK, AND SIDES, HAADCARVED SCROLL AUD ROSE- 
WooP PEGS, 4 STRINGS. GERMAN SILVER FRETS 
3 CHOICES OF SOONDHOLES @ § 
WALNUT, C HERRY, WORRY cHerNy, MAHOS WY. 


DULCIMERS 


GUARANTEED —— BY~— PINE FIN/SH 


WARREN A.MAY~ BEREA , KY. 


114 MAIN STREET~ 40403 
CALL OR VISIT~606-986 -9293 ~ ANYTIME 
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These arrangements of "Gentle Maiden" use r of the dulcimer for an 
interesting contrast of sound. With the upper register, all of the melody is played 
on the melody string. With the lower register, the melody is played on the first 
three frets of all three strings. Pick the strings and strum away from you gently, 
using your ear as a guide exa where to pic strum. 


Leo Kretzner 
1031 South Forest 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 


(Ba. Note: Leo Kretzner is a well-travelled folk 
number of instruments. He is featured with J 
album DULCIMER FAIR.) 


musician/naturalist who excels on a 
Leibowitz on the recently released 
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ALBUMS AND HAMMERED DULCIMERS AVAILABLE THRU: 


Hammered Dulcimer Albums 


1. THE HAMMERED DULCIMER ALBUM 
2. COLUMBUS STOCKADE BLUES 


By 


DONALD ROUND & B.B, RECORDS 
6470 8th AVE. 
GRANDVILLE, MICH. 49418 


Hetty 
Jay Round 


Dear Phil- 

I recently completed a hammered dulcimer from your plans book, and was quite 
pleased with the results. 

I have a few questions and a little feedback that I'd like to share: 

I have made the soundboard of clear grade fir, which is easily available from most 
lumber yards. Spruce is virtually non-existant in this part of the country. The fir 
worked quite well, and at any rate, seems highly preferable to any hard wood, and 
especially plywood, for the purpose. 

I made the bridges from hard maple and capped them with guitar size (medium) 
fret wire. One question here: why are the bass bridges shorter than the treble 
bridges? 

Before drilling the frame, I spent a good deal of time discussing the subject of 
tuning pins with a piano technician friend of mine. An important point he raised was 
that the holes for the pins should be drilled at the lowest practical drill speed to 
avoid burning or glazing the surfaces of the holes, which could ultimately impair the 
efficiency of tuning the instrument. 

Also, he suggested that the pin holes be drilled at a slight angle (away from 
the string), about 7 degrees from vertical in order to ease the wear and tear on the 
pin block. This I did, and found it satisfactory. 

Another point here is that before the strings are brought up to full tension, the 
coil of wire around each tuning pin should be lifted from below to form as neat and 
snug of a coil as possible. This removes any small amount of slack present and makes 
tuning easier. If this is not done beforehand, the instrument will not stay in tune, 
as the coils will gradually snug themselves up, creating slack and flattening the 
tuning in the process. 

After stringing and tuning the dulcimer, I found that the notes immediately 
adjacent to the points where the voicing bars rest on the internal braces were not as 
loud or "alive" as the rest of the notes. Is this a problem inherent in hammered 
dulcimers, or is there a way around it? 

Have a happy new year, and keep on making music! 

Rick Lindstrom 
327 W. 8th Ave. 

; Tallahassee, Fla. 32303 
Dear Rick - 

Glad to hear that you have turned out a hammer dulcimer and that the book was of 
some help. I'm more than happy to answer your questions as best I can in hopes they 
will+help you or someone else building from the plans. 

I'm happy to hear that you put on your thinking cap and tried clear fir for the 
soundboard. As you know, it works well enough. Some other woods I've used with 
good success are clear pine, poplar, cherry, mahagony, and others. In a pinch, almost 
any wood will work for a soundboard so one should not let this be a hang-up in 
building an instrument. These days I use sitka spruce almost all the time because I 
like the clear sound that it gives. 

As for your question: why are the bass bridges shorter? This is usually to 
allow more clearance of the bass strings as they pass under the playing area of the 
treble bridges. The bass bridges, being placed almost all the way to the right of the 
dulcimer need less height to clear the already low treble strings at that point. Also, 
with the bass tuning pins on the right side pin block it is not necessary for the 
short part of the bass strings to contact the side bridges. These short strings are 
not played anyway. 

Your ideas about drilling the pin blocks make good sense and the angled tuning 
pins are a good idea, although I don't use them myself and have not noticed any 
extra wear on the pin blocks as a result. Also your suggestion about making neat and 
tight coils with the strings around the tuning pins is indeed important. If one will 
try for about four turns around the pin then the tail sticking out the pin hole can 
be clipped of fairly short without worrying about slippage. 

lastly, if you notice some clunking of the strings at the points where the bars 
(soundboard braces) contact the internal braces, then move them further away from the 
bridges towards the left. As for the bass bridges, you might try placing the bars 
to the left of them instead of the right. This gives a livelier response if that is 
what you are after. The clunking problem might be compounded by the type of wood you 
use for a soundboard. I've noticed it most with plywood and not at all with spruce. 

I hope you also will keep on making music and instruments! 


Phil Mason 


P.O, Box 157 
Front Royal, VA 22630 
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"Childgrowth" is one of those songs everyone knows a different version to, and everyone 
who passed it on to me taught it to me differently. In my book (yet to come out) I 

thought it could be a theme and variations. This version is the simplest of those that 
I play. Do you know a version of "Childgrowth"? Do you cr any readers know the origins 
of the song and particularly it's strange name? Any books that have it? 


My dulcimer is tuned with fifths up the left hand side, an octave between the lower 
treble and bass. Some folks may have to adapt my songs to their dulcimers, come up 
an octave in the bass perhaps. I play one voice with one hand and one with the other, 
most of the time. Folks ask how can I go fast with one hand. I bounce from one note 
to the other. I've found you can bounce up and down the scale and, with a little 
practice, do things like: 


Dorothy Carter 
45 Cherry Street 
Cambridge, Mass. 
02139 


Hope you enjoy the song. 
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Above is the melody to a really fun tune for the hammer 
dulcimer. I've included the note name above the music line 
to help those who don't read music all that well. The tune 
is in the key of G major. 

I've seen this old fiddle tune written down in several 
books (and several versions) but I learned it recently from 
an old hammer dulcimer instruction book by J. Low titled 
"an Instructor for the Dulcimer..." and published sometime 
in the late 1800s by Oliver Ditson & Co. of Boston, Mass. 


+++ HAPPY HAMMERING +++ 
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DPN Back Issues List 


The following list comprises all the D.P.N. back issues which are still available 
slong with a listing of the featured articles and tunes of each issue. We are running 
short on some of these so you'd better pick up those you are interested in as soon as 


possible. Dulcimer Players News Back Issues are $1.50 each postpaid. 


VOLUME Ly NO. 6 (Sept-Oct 1975) Cover: Dave & Linda Taylor. Icts of informative 
letters in this issue along with a great article by Roger Nicholson titled "Bach and 
the Dulcimer", Two songs for mountain dulcimer: "The Three Ravens" and "Black Jack 


Davy". Hammer Dulcimer tunes: Irish Washerwoman, Arkansas Traveler, Wearing of the 
Green, and Fisher's Hornpipe. 


VOLUME 1, NO. Nov-Dec 1: Cover Story: Roger Nicholson. Articles: "The Unexplored 

Mode” by Neal Hellman, “Appalachian Dulcimer Tuning Chart" by Lorraine Lee, 
"Kevin Roth Column", "Soldier's Joy" article & tune by Roger Nicholson, "Basic Tips 
for Beginning Dulcimer Players" by Holly Tannen, "Quick Tune Chart for Various Four 
String Dulcimers” by Neal Hellman, "Swallowtail Jig" arr. Neal Hellman, Bonnie Carol 
Dulcimer Shop photos. For Hammer Dulcimer: "Hammered Notes" by David Taylor,"American 
Folk Instruments: The Hammered Dulcimer (Part 1) by Charles Faulkner Bryan, "Hammered 
Dulcimer Info" by Jim Gregory. 


VOLUME 2, NO.1 (Winter 1 Cover: Bobbie Wayne. Articles: "Chords" by Eileen Rains, 
Notes on Minor Dulcimer Recordings from the British Isles” by Bob Rodriquez, "Building 
@ Bending Iron" by Bob Godfried, "The Dulspinet" by Roger Nicholson, "An Old Dulcimer 
Has Surfaced" by Doug Murray. Tunes: "Song From a Porch" by Bobbie Wayne, "Shady Grove” 
tab sent by Ned Landis, "June Apple" tab by Neal Hellman. For Hammer Dulcimer: "The 
Hammered Dulcimer in Asia” picture/article feature by Geoffrey B. Samuel, "American 
Folk Instruments: The Hammered Dulcimer (Part 2)" by Charles Faulkner Bryan. 


VOLUME 2, NO. ‘Summer 1 Cover: Phil & Madeline Mason. Articles: "Two Finger 
Style Picking for Dulcimer” by Kathy Reid, "An Interview with Howie Mitchell" by 
Kevin Roth, "Calculating Fret Placement" by B.O. Lowery, "More on Fret Placement” 
by Ed Meyers, "The Doubleback" by Nick Engler, "Aeolian Mode” by Eileen Rains. Tunes: 
“Southwind” article & tab by Roger Nicholson, "Red-Haired Boy” tab by Boffie Holder, 
“Mood Piece #2" article & tab by Roger Nicholson, "Korobushka” tab by Simon Spaulding. 
For Hammer Dulcimer:"Hammer Dulcimer Bass Strings" by Paul Gifford,"Hammer Dulcimer 
by Bryan Mumford, "Hammered Notes” by David Taylor, "Hunting & Taming the Native 
American Hammer Dulcimer" by Richard Hulan. 


VOWME 2, NO. 4 (Fall 1976) Cover: Kate & Dan Luke. Articles: "Chart for Transposing 
Music for Dulcimer’ by Bill Schmitt, "Simple Shaped Dulcimer Plans" Ed Myers, "An 
Interview with Ray Melton" by Madeline MacNeil Mason, "More About Fret Placement” 

by Woody Padgett, "Fret Placement Feedback” by Simon Spaulding, "Fretting the Dulcimer” 
by Glen Branham, "Tuning" by Bonnie Carol. Tunes: "Almain" tab by Roger Nicholson, 

"The Old Man & The Old Woman” tab by Susie Rothfield, "The Wraggle-Taggle Gypsies 
tab by Eileen Rains & Diane Nobles, "Apple Seeds" tab by Chuck Biehl, "Drowsy Maggie” & 
"Soldier's Joy" tabs by Simon Spaulding. 


VOLUME 3, NO, 1 (Winter 1977) Cover: Eileen Rains. Articles: "Some Chromatic Thoughts 


from Sweden” Ken Ryan, "The Mixolydian Mode” Eileen Rains, Electric Dulcimer, "Unstrung: 
Aid for the Sick Instrument" by R.C. Rohwer, "More on Frets” Woody Padgett, "What is a 
Mode" Bonnie Carol, "Interview with Robert Mize" by Maddie MacNeil Mason, "Notes from 
the Record Rack" by Bob Rodriquez,"3 Easy Rules for Chording" by Keith Young. Tunes: 
Silly Bill, Scotland the Brave, Eamonn An Chnuic, Fiddling Bagpipes, Golden Slippers, 
Three Kerry Reels, O'Rourke's Reel, Planxty George Brabazon. Also a long letter from 
Doug Ecker on various aspects of r Dulcimer making & playing. 


YOuUME ie NO, 2 (Spring 1977) Cover: Russell Flubarty. Articles: "How to Build a 

Clamp" Robert Dixon, McSpadden Mountain Dulcimer Kit Review, "Harmonica 
for Dulcimer Players” by Harris Smart, "King Henry” article and tab by Holly Tannen, 
Tunes: “Greensleeves Galliard” tab by Roger Nicholson, "Flop-Eared Mule” tab by Lorraine 
Tee, "Amazing Grace" tab by Ron Penix. For Hammer Dulcimer: "Hammer Dulcimer History” 
by Phil Mason, "J.E. Matheny: An Early Hammer Dulcimer Player" by David Taylor, "Hammer 
Dulcimer Info and Tune (Austrian Melody) by Dorothy Carter. 


@ © Continued~> 


VOLUME. No. Summer _1: Cover: Jean Ritchie. Articles: Two Great Mode Finder 
Charts, Mini Record Reviews, Dulcimer Kit Review (Green River Kit), Mitzie Collins 
Hammer Dulcimer Collection, Jean Ritchie Cover Story, and Many, Many informative 
tid bits scattered throughout this issue. Tunes: The Water is Wide, Never Weather 
Beaten Sail, Planxty Irwin. Resources for Building your own Hammer Dulcimer. 


VOLUME 3, NO. 4 (Fala 1977) Cover Drawing by Michel Legaré. Articles: "How to Make a 
column for beginning dulcimer 


Dulcimer Capo"by Dave Moliis, “Roots and Branches 

players by Madeline MacNeil Mason, "The Diatonic 'Do' Fretted Dulcimer” by Glenn 
Branham, "Shape Notes & The Dulcimer" by Dorothy May. Tunes: The Ash Grove, Margaret's 
Waltz, Old Molly Hare, The Willow Song, Home Sweet Home, Jamie Allen, Barrel of Sugar. 
Also lots of tunes and info on Hammer Dulcimer. 


VOLUME 4, NO. 1 (Winter 1978) Cover: Bonnie Carol. Articles: "Roots and Branches” a 


column for beginning dulcimists by Madeline MacNeil Mason, "Reviews", "Tablature: A 
Need for Standardization" by Chris White & Barbara Truex, "Notes from the Hammer 
Dulcimer Record Rack" by Bob Rodriquez, and much more info. Tunes: “Joellen (by 
Bonnie Carol", "Wind That Shakes the Barley", Pretty Saro", "South Wind", "Blackberry 
Blossom", "There will be a Happy Meeting in Gloryland". Hammer dulcimer info (some). 


‘The D.P.N. has in stock a few article reprints from some past issues which are now 
out of print. These reprints are available at 50¢ each postpaid. 


Reprint 1. "Dulcimers in the Smithsonian” 

Reprint 2. "The Dulcimer and Sitar: A Comparison” by Roger Nicholson 

Reprint 3. "My Style of Dulcimer Playing" by Holly Tannen (detailed explanation) 

Reprint 4, "Playing the Dulcimer" by Jack Moe 

Reprint 5. "The Dulcimer: Old Roots & New Roots" by Roger Nicholson (includes tabs for 
‘Lament for Richard Farina’ and ‘Wyatts Jig’) 


*, 


‘RECORDS 


DULCIMER BOOKS AND RECORDS 


Roger Nicholson--all albums--$6.45 each 

All Kevin Roth LP's on Folkways, $4.99 each 

Mary Rhodes, le Dulcimer, $6.45 

Paul Clayton Dulcimer Album, $4.99 

All Jean Ritchie albums, $4.99 each 

Pacific Rim Dulcimer album, $4.99(also book, $3.95) 

All albums by Farinas, $5.99 or $6.99(book 4.95) 

Hammered Dulcimer albums & books, all Fennigs, Grey-Larsen, Trapezoids, imported & 
hard-to-find albums of all kinds. A huge selection also of Irish music including 
the fabulous Derek Bell Irish Harp LP for only $6.45.(Free catalogue of our Irish 
music). We mail anywhere, just add $1. postage per order to the above prices. Let 
us know what you've been looking for, maybe we can find it! To be placed on our 
mailing list write: SILBURY HILL RECORDS, P.O. BOX 2407, HOLLYWOOD, CA 90028. 


UBSCRIBE . 
TO ) fi 
THE 
DULCIMER PLAYERS 
NEWS 


‘The Blue Ridge Dulcimer Shop is the publisher of "THE DULCIMER PLAYERS : 
a quarterly publication of 40 pages founded by us in January of 1975 for the 
purpose of spreading a flow of information and resource material for dulcimer 
Players, dulcimer makers, and others who share a special love for these in- 
struments of "sweet song". We have been growing steadily ever since and now 
reach about 2,000 dulcimer people throughout the world. 
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